
- 2 -



Who has Mark shown Jesus to be in 
Mark 1:1-20?  What does the passage say about discipleship?

Gareth Bezett - 1032588
BIBX121
Who has Mark shown Jesus to be in Mark 1:1-20?  What does the passage say about discipleship?
The opening of Mark’s Gospel powerfully shows Jesus as associated with God and the Holy Spirit.  As Messiah, Jesus brings about a new era.  Mark’s depiction of the calling of the first disciples tells us something about the nature of discipleship.  It is integral to Jesus ministry and is about the impact the disciple can have on others.  Discipleship can also be a costly calling.  This cost is paid in response to the authority of God’s only son.
Jesus is the son of God.  Whilst Mark explicitly states that Jesus is God’s son in the opening sentence of his Gospel (not all sources include the phrase “the Son of God” (Mark 1:1)), the voice from heaven (Mark 1:11) confirms the divine paternity.  The voice heard at Jesus’ baptism is, by implication, that of God and its claim to be Jesus’ father is a powerful image that leaves the reader in little doubt as to who Mark is portraying Jesus to be.  The use of the term “the Beloved” (Mark 1:11) is often used in the Old Testament to denote the only child
.

Mark shows that Jesus is closely associated with the Holy Spirit.  This is foreshadowed in John the Baptist’s proclamation that the one who follows after him will “baptise you with the Holy Spirit” (Mark 1:8).  This suggests that Jesus will not just have fellowship with the Holy Spirit, but have some influence over it and have the ability to bring others into fellowship with it.  The Spirit descends on Jesus at his baptism (Mark 1:10).  Mark describes Jesus’ entry into the wilderness not as simple fact but as an important event, driven by the Spirit (Mark 1:12).  The close relationship with the Holy Spirit and with God is notable, particularly in the baptism scene (Mark 1:9-11).  It perhaps points to the presence of Trinitarian thought in Mark’s theology.  Jesus is portrayed as divine, not just as the long-awaited Messiah.
Jesus is the Messiah, foretold by Prophets.  Mark refers to Jesus as “Christ” (Mark 1:1) or anointed one.  Jewish kings were anointed (eg 1 Sam 16:13).  John’s ministry is included after the prophetic quotes (Mark 1:2-3).  John is linked to the prophecy by being clearly shown to be in the wilderness in his diet and dress (Mark 1:6) and is therefore “the voice of one calling in the wilderness” (Mark 1:3).  Jesus, therefore, is the one who is to be prepared for, the Lord.  1st Century Judaism included the return of Elijah as the forerunner of the Messiah
 and Mark is pointing to this in John’s ministry.  John tells the reader than he is unworthy of Jesus, even to “untie the thong of his sandals” (Mark 1:7).
Marks show Jesus as being both the herald and the embodiment of a new era.  In the wilderness, he is both “with the wild beasts” and waited on by angels (Mark 1:13).  The co-existence of Jesus and wild animals evokes images of the Garden of Eden, when all of creation lived in harmony
.  The angels that serve Jesus are also indicative of the presence of heaven in the world in proximity to Jesus.  Mark moves the narrative from the wilderness to Jesus’ annunciation of the Gospel in Galilee (Mark 1:14).  Jesus, as herald, proclaims that “the kingdom of God has come near” (Mark 1:15).  Rabbinic tradition connects the imagery of the dove with the people of Israel and the descent of the Spirit in the form of a dove on Jesus (Mark 1:10) “indicates that he is the unique representative of the new Israel created through the spirit.”
  An important mechanism in the realisation of this new era is the group of followers Jesus gathers.
Discipleship is central to the ministry of Jesus.  The calling of the first disciples (Mark 1:16-20) occurs in Mark’s Gospel before the first of Jesus’ miracles told in the remainder of chapter 1.  In positioning of the four disciples’ calls by the Sea of Galilee before the miracles stories, Mark is indicating that discipleship is not just incidental to Jesus ministry, but that it is integral, if not pre-requisite.
Disciples are called to active ministry, not just membership.  When Jesus calls Simon and Andrew, he tells them that they are called not just to follow, but to follow to be made to “fish for people” (Mark 1:17).  Following Jesus is the correct response to the call, but is not the end in itself.  Following Jesus is for the purpose of affecting the lives of others.  This may well mean self-sacrifice on the disciple’s part.
There is a cost to discipleship.  Just like Simon and Andrew, the sons of Zebedee are fishermen on the Sea of Galilee.  Jesus calls them to follow him, which they do (Mark 1:19-20).  Here Mark emphasises what they leave behind to follow Jesus.  Mark tells the reader that the family business employs “hired men”, giving the impression of some financial success, which James and John give up to be disciples.  They also leave their father, Zebedee.  This scene must have spoken to readers engaged in traditional family businesses passed from father to son about the cost of following Jesus.  “So compelling is the claim of Jesus upon them that all prior claims loose their validity.”
  If Mark’s Gospel is dated to the time of the persecutions under Nero, then the cost of discipleship is a logical inclusion.
Mark uses Jesus call to his first disciples to speak to later disciples about their calling.  Mark uses powerful imagery to inform the reader of Jesus’ identity as Messiah and the introduction of a new era.  The strong connection with the Holy Sprit and with God shows Jesus to be more than a prophet.  Marks confesses Jesus as Lord in the very start of his Gospel.
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1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 


2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 


“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,�who will prepare your way;�3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:�‘Prepare the way of the Lord,�make his paths straight,’”





4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 


9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 


14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 
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